to 1 unit of properdin. Addition of purified properdin to mixtures of zymosan with guinea pig or with human serum results in significantly greater fixation of C'1 > 4 than in controls with zymosan and serum only. These results are interpreted to mean that the basic factors involved in the properdin phenomena are natural Ab reacting with C. As yet little information is available on the origin and specificity of the Ab. Since the majority of antigens currently employed in the properdin assays are polysaccharides or lipo-poly-saccharides it would seem reasonable to assume that the supposed broad spectrum of activity is a reflection of the wide distribution of the antigen, perhaps analogous to the distribution of Forssman antigen, Wassermann antigen, or certain polysaccharides common to Salmonella, rather than to a unique nonspecificity of the antibody. Discussion G. F. Springer (Philadelphia): I do not think that the interesting slide from Pillemer and Wurtz, which was shown to us by Dr. Wedgwood, contains data which might be used for an argument against Dr. Nelson's hypothesis. That some of this dextran does not fix complement while taking up properdin, has its analogy in the blood group field, where purified A and B blood group substances do not fix complement, while reacting with their respective antibodies.
